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Positive 
county 
cases 
jump 
to 10 


By Andrew Goldstein 
and Sean Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The son of a Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court justice tested as a 
presumptive positive for the 
COVID-19 infection Tuesday, put- 
ting a high-profile state official and 
his family into selfquarantine, and 
Allegheny County official reported 
cases jumped by four to 10 total. 

Justice David N. Wecht an- 
nounced Tuesday that he had come 
into contact with his son, a George- 
town University student. Justice 
Wecht’s son returned home to Fox 
Chapel last week from studying 
abroad in Spain, according to Dr. 
Cyril Wecht, Justice Wecht’s father. 

Others in Justice Wecht’s family 
also were exposed, including an- 
other of the justice’s sons who may 
have come into contact with class- 
mates at Fox Chapel Area High 
School while picking up items 
from the school on Monday, ac- 
cording to the school district. 

The justice’s son was tested for 
COVID-19 after developing some 
mild symptoms upon his return, 
and the results came back late 
Monday indicating that he had a 
presumptive positive case. Follow- 
ing medical advice, Justice Wecht 
placed himself and his family un- 
der self-quarantine. 

The test results, however, came 
back after his other son already 
had gone to the high school to pick 
up some belongings. Before he 
went to the school, that son had 
been in contact with his brother. 

Classes in Fox Chapel were can- 
celed Monday after Gov. Tom Wolf 
ordered a statewide shutdown of K- 
12 schools last week amid the coro- 
navirus pandemic. But students 
were allowed to retrieve belongings 
on Monday between 7 a.m. and 3 
p.m., according to the district. 

Justice Wecht’s son went to the 
school between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
and he may have come into contact 
with other students, the district 
said. 
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Staff wait for an approaching patient at UPMC South Side's emergency entrance on Tuesday. The emergency 
portion of the center was set up to screen patients for the new coronavirus. 


UPMC’s COVID-19 test site 1s up 
and running at South Side Hospital 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The formal beginning of testing 
at UPMC’s South Side test site for 
COVID-19 started with a slow num- 
ber of patients Tuesday morning — 
just six in the first two hours — and 
just one person who tried to get 
tested without a doctor’s order. 

The creation of the test site in 
the former emergency room of the 
old South Side Hospital, an- 
nounced on Saturday by UPMC, is 
intended as a way for possibly in- 
fected people to be tested away 
from other hospitalized people and 
the public. 

UPMC said it hoped to test up to 
20 people a day the first few days, 
ramping up to about 100 people a 
day by the end of the week. 

Allegheny County said Tuesday 
it had one new confirmed case and 
three new presumptive cases. 

The three presumptive cases 
were not classified yet as “con- 
firmed,” the county said, because 
“they are from a lab that just 
started testing and require confir- 
mation.” 

UPMC’s lab is the only new lab 
operating in the region. The state’s 
lab and four commercial labs — 
ARUP, Mayo, Quest Diagnostics 


Regional gun sales at ‘panic’ level; 


shops out of some ammunition 


By John Hayes 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


At gun shops, cash registers 
rang more like Christmas Eve than 
St. Patrick’s Day as firearm and 
ammunition sales soared through 
the roof Tuesday. Shop owners and 
managers cited customers’ con- 
cerns about home defense related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We were closed Monday, but 
when we opened today it was like 
Christmas,” said Nate Gerheim, 
manager of The Shooters Bench in 
West Deer. “It’s mostly handguns, 
9mm and .556[-caliber], but shot- 
guns and some AR-15s, too. Mostly 
home defense weapons.” 

The Pittsburgh-area sales spike 
reflected nationwide firearms sales 
that The Associated Press referred 
to as a “buying frenzy” fueled by 
consumers worried that as COVID- 
19 cases increase people were be- 
coming desperate and unpredict- 
able, leading homeowners to en- 
sure they could protect themselves. 

Marty Patterson, assistant 


manager of National Armory in 
Moon, called it a “panic.” 

“They’re guarding their toilet 
paper, pretty much,” he said. “It’s 
media hype, really — a panic 
spread by the media. Mostly, 
they’re buying stuff to protect their 
home, a lot of shotguns but — of 
course — handguns, too.” 

In phone calls to 11 gun shops in 
Allegheny County on Tuesday af- 
ternoon, gun-shop employees said 
they were extremely busy; most 
were too busy to talk. A few took 
messages and at two shops the 
phone line was busy for hours. 

“A lot of ammunition is selling 
out,” Mr. Patterson said. “What- 
ever [guns] they own, that’s what 
they’re buying. We sell a lot of 
9mm. That’s selling out. We have 
nine boxes left.” 

The Shooter’s Bench was almost 
out of .40-caliber ammunition, but 
Mr. Gerheim said supplies were al- 
ready low and it might not be re- 
lated to the COVID-19 sell-off. 


SEE GUNS, PAGE A-4 


and Lab Corp. — have been up and 
running for a while and no longer 
require confirmation. 

UPMC would not comment 
about the lab or the test site Tues- 
day. 

One of the first patients to show 
up at UPMC’s new COVID-19 test 
collection site at the former South 
Side Hospital Tuesday morning 
had a story that told a lot about the 
situation the country is in. 

The woman, a college student 
who asked not to be named, was at- 
tending school in the United King- 
dom until Thursday, when the 
school shut down. She decided to 
fly home to Pittsburgh on Satur- 
day, which is also when she started 
to feel ill with common COVID-19 
symptoms: a cough and fever. 

Despite coming from a country 
that is dealing with its own out- 
break and showing symptoms, she 
was able to go straight home after 
landing. 

On Sunday, she called her pri- 
mary care doctor’s office and be- 
cause of her recent travel and 
symptoms, she got a referral to 
UPMC’s test site — a first step in 
the process of getting tested at 
UPMC’s site. 

Later, her father took a call from 
a UPMC infectious control staffer 


Milan doctor: 


By Kris B. Mamula 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


After the discovery of the virus 
that causes COVID-19 in Western 
Pennsylvania, the region should 
prepare for a rapid escalation in 
the number of cases that will fill 
hospital beds and stress the re- 
gion’s medical system. 

That’s the prediction of Gio- 
vanni Landoni, an anesthesiologist 
and intensivist at San Raffaele Hos- 
pital in Milan, Italy, where the 
number of COVID-19 cases has 
been soaring since an outbreak 
caused by the new coronavirus in 
late February. It’s also the pattern 
seen in other places around the 
world where the virus has been 
identified, he said. 

“Tm quite sure it will be expo- 
nential,” Dr. Landoni, who has 
been working 19-hour days, said 
about the increase in cases in 
Western Pennsylvania. “That is 
what is happening everywhere.” 

Outside of China, Italy has been 
the hardest hit area of the world, 
where at least 28,000 cases of 


who took down information from 
her father and approved her for 
testing Tuesday morning. 

Wearing a yellow face mask as 
she exited about 10 minutes after 
entering the test site, the woman 
continually coughed into her el- 
bow and warned a reporter to stay 
a safe distance away from her as 
she talked. 

She said the process was quick 
and efficient, with staff members 
making sure she washed her 
hands with hand sanitizer before 
she came in, and that she was 
wearing a face mask before being 
led into one of the nine negative 
pressure rooms in the old emer- 
gency room. 

In the emergency room, she was 
greeted by health care workers 
dressed in full gowns, gloves and a 
head-covering clear helmet with a 
respirator. 

To the woman, it appeared they 
were wearing “hazmat suits,” she 
said. “It was weird. But I under- 
stood why.” 

UPMC is using a nasal swab 
only to test patients at its site, 
rather than the three swabs (from 
nose, throat and sputum) the state 
was initially requiring, or even the 
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The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — In a massive 
federal effort Tuesday, President 
Donald Trump asked Congress to 
speed emergency checks to Ameri- 
cans, enlisted the military for 
M.A.S.H.-like hospitals and im- 
plored ordinary people — particu- 
larly socially active millennials — 
to do their part by staying home to 
stop the spread of the new coro- 
navirus. 

His proposed economic package 
alone could approach $1 trillion, a 
rescue initiative not seen since the 
Great Recession. Mr. Trump wants 
checks sent to the public within 
two weeks and is urging Congress 
to pass the eye-popping stimulus 
package in a matter of days. 

As analysts warn the country is 
surely entering a recession, the 
government is grappling with an 
enormous political undertaking 
with echoes of the 2008 financial 
crisis. 

At the Capitol, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell vowed 
the Senate would not adjourn until 
the work was done. 

“Obviously, we need to act,” Mr. 
McConnell said. “Were not leav- 
ing town until we have constructed 
and passed another bill.” 

But first, Mr. McConnell said, 
the Senate will vote on the House’s 
$100 billion package of sick pay, 
emergency food and free testing, 
putting it back on track for Mr. 
Trump’s signature — despite Re- 
publican objections. “Gag, and vote 
for it anyway,” he advised col- 
leagues. 

It was a signal of what the GOP 
leader called the “herculean” task 
ahead. 

Senators gathered at an other- 
wise shut down Capitol as Ameri- 
cans across the country were im- 
plored to heed advice and avoid 
crowds. Young adults, in particular, 
are being urged to quit going out be- 
cause even seemingly healthy peo- 
ple can be spreading the virus that 
causes the COVID-19 illness. 

After a savage drop at the start of 
the week, the stock market rose as 
Mr. Trump and aides sketched out 
elements of the economic rescue 
package at a briefing. Economists 
doubted that would be enough to 
stop millions ofjob losses, even ifin 
the short term. 
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Hospital ICUs a chokepoint 


Hospital ICU bed capacity in Allegheny County 


The COVID-19 outbreak in Italy has stressed hospital intensive care units, where 
patients with severe breathing problems are often treated. 
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Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health 


COVID-19 have been confirmed 
since the outbreak began Feb. 20 
and more than 2,158 people have 
died. San Raffaele, a private hospi- 
tal where Dr. Landoni works, is a 
1,350-bed facility on a 72-acre cam- 
pus near Milan, which is in the 
Lombardy region of Italy. 

Lombardy is the epicenter of 
Italy’s outbreak. 

Dr. Landoni’s experiences offer in- 
sights into how hospital intensive 


James Hilston/Post-Gazette 


care units — and not emergency 
rooms — become the chokepoint in 
patient care when hospitals get over- 
run by new coronavirus patients. 
Lombardy physicians have also 
turned to assessing patients in 
tents set up outside hospital emer- 
gency rooms to reduce the chances 
of the infection getting inside the 
building, Dr. Landoni said. 


SEE ICU, PAGE A-6 
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